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NEW SCIENCE



The Global Risks 

Landscape 2019

Source: World Economic Forum Global Risks Perception Survey 2018-2019 



IPBES: Key findings

Å1 million species at risk of extinction

ÅKey drivers : land/sea use change; exploitation; 
climate change; pollution, and invasive species

ÅAs production of food, fiber, and energy increase, 
other services of nature (such as regulating 
climate) are decreasing 

Å75% of land area and 66% of oceans significantly 
altered

ÅIndigenous Peoples and Local Communities 
important in the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity

Photo: Mossy frog (Thelodermacorticale) by mgkuijpers

Photo: Blue Seastaron Seagrass" by ead72



IPBES: Key findings

ÅMost of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets likely to be missed

ÅContinuing loss of biodiversity, coupled with climate change, 

threaten achieving most of the UN SDGs

ÅBusiness-as-usual scenarios show worsening loss of biodiversity

ÅNature-based solutions for climate change can be beneficial for 

biodiversity (e.g., restoration with native species), but can be 

detrimental (large scale bioenergy replacing native vegetation)

ÅTransformative changes need inclusive governance systems,  

evolution of economic systems, multi-sectoral planning, incentives 

for sustainable production and consumption, etc.

Photo: Sloth by janossygergely



IPCC: May 2019: Refinement to the 2006 Guidelines 
for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 

Mainly an update of the 2006 guidelines.  Examples relevant to 
the GEF:

Åcalculation of soil carbon stock and storage under different 
management regimes, emission factors for rice cultivation

Åmethane emissions estimation from landfills at solid waste 
disposal sites

Åmethane, nitrous oxide and CO2 from incineration and open 
burning of waste 

The IPCC agreed to develop methodologies for short-lived climate 
forcers like black carbon and other air pollutants



IPCC: Climate Change and Land; 
Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
Changing Climate

ÅAugust 2019: Climate Change and Land

ÅSeptember 2019: Ocean and Cryosphere 

in a Changing Climate



GCA MESSAGE:  

Adaptation is about integrating climate risk into growth and development

It is about pursuing growth and development differently and better

GCA Commissioners met May 21; Next meeting July 9-10


